10 Questions with Captain Bomboy Llanes.

By Zane Hinrichs

[image: image1.jpg]



Bomboy Llanes and mate Scott Kadooka examine the lures off Kona, Hawaii.

Bomboy Llanes was born into a family of Marlin fishermen who have spent several decades plying the waters off Kona, Hawaii in search of big game. He still trolls ledges and runs he learned from his grandfather as a boy.  He relies on this family knowledge and his own instincts to find and raise the massive Blue marlin this area, known as “Grander Alley”, is famous for.   

Bomboy also learned the art of making big-game lures from his father, Kenny Llanes. The original Locknut lure, designed by his dad, still accounts for many big Blue Marlin. Included is a 1,258.5 lb. giant landed by Bomboy’s team in the 2003 Firecracker Open. That fish hit a blue/pale green Baby Locknut after being raised by his Scarface lure, and is one of the largest tournament-caught fish ever landed.  He could probably sell as many of his lures as he cares to produce, but prefers fishing them from his charter boat, the Terminator, a 46’ Post over increasing production. 

So how does one top a 1,258 pounder? Bomboy feels confident that his lures can, and will, raise the mythical 2,000 lb. Blue Marlin. Then it will be up to his impeccably maintained gear, teamwork, and a little Hawaiian luck to actually land the beast. Might sound like bravado, until you learn that Capt. Bart Miller says; ”I’m betting on Bomboy to catch the first 2,000-pound Blue’.

Somewhere on the turquoise, tropical waters off Kona, Hawaii, it is still possible to find an area being crisscrossed by three or four Llanes captained boats. If you happen to be trolling the ‘Grounds’, and run across this scenario, it just might be a good place to stay and try your own luck. Even better, if your spread includes at least a few Bomboy lures.
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Marlin Candy: Left to Right – Baby Locknut, Pearl Locknut, Magilla Gorilla, Scoop Nose Locknut, Large Bullet.

1. What would be your number one Blue marlin spread?

Magilla in Blue over Pink & Yellow on the short corner, Scarface also in Blue/Pink & Yellow on the long-corner. SuperNut (a jumbo version of the Locknut) in black & purple/light purple & pink on the short rigger, Large bullet in blue & silver/purple & black on the long rigger,

Small Bullet in ice blue/hot pink & yellow on the shotgun. Then I would work in the other size Locknut’s when making a change. 

2. Do you ever include someone else’s lures in your spread?

No. With the exception of small, metal jet-heads that I sometimes run from the shotgun, or include as a sixth lure. The only other exception would be if a client has a favorite lure they would like to run.

3. Do you use double or single hook rigs?


I use double hook rigs, with the hooks 180 degrees to each other.

4. Do you use straight mono, dacron with mono topshot, or Spectra with mono topshot?


We run all 130’s with Dacron backing and Suffix mono. I use 530 lb 
test Momoi Extra Hard leader. In the winter, when there are more 
Chuckers (Shortbill Spearfish) and Striped Marlin off Kona, others 
scale back to 50lb gear, but we stick with the big stuff. You never 
know when the grander is going to hit. We want to be ready.

5. What is like to have a grander come into your spread and attack one of your lures?


For me, it’s an awesome sight to see such a big creature, with so much 
power come after your lure. You only get 2 or 3 shots a year at big 
fish like this.
6. What drag setting do you fish when trolling?


45 to 50 lbs on the corner rods with the bigger lures, and 30 lbs on 
the rigger, and shotgun rods. On a big fish, we may end up putting the 
drag all the way to sunset at some point in the fight. 

7. What is your opinion on using teasers?

Don’t use them. When a big fish hits, they take too long to clear.  
The time it takes to clear the teaser, with line screaming off the reel,
can cost you a fish. Then Bomboy points to the Magilla Gorilla lure on 
the short corner and says “That’s my teaser, except with 13/0 hooks.”

8. How do you develop a new lure?


I seldom make any new designs anymore. The most recent, was the 
Rapture (a huge, 24” plus lure). I designed it after watching Blue’s 
feeding on Chuckers (Shortnose Spearfish). When testing it, I heard 
a short zip from the short corner and turned to watch the lure. It was 
missing from its position, but I saw a 500 pounder swimming next to 
the boat holding this big lure in it’s mouth like a dog holds a bone. 

9. Do you ever use live bait?


I believe in my lures, but there are times when you have to go to live 
bait. I use live bait when I have been trolling with lures without a bite, 
and see or hear about several other boats using live bait getting hook-
ups. There are also times when I come into an area being worked by 
live baiters with no success, and get multiple strikes on lures.

10. Have you ever seen a bigger marlin than the 1258.5 lb. Blue you landed in the 2003 Firecracker?

Yes, we had one on a few months before, in April, that would top 1,400 easy. We had it right behind the boat when the line broke. We were fighting it for 2 ½ hours. That fish hit one of my all-time great big fish lures, Scarface in Blue, with red eyes and a mirror insert.


Charter Information:


Terminator Sportfishing


Capt. Bomboy Llanes   808-895-8288





Rates: Full-Day    750.00


	Half-Day   450.00


Season: Summer is best for numbers of big Blues, 


but granders have been caught each month of the year. 


Winter sees more Striped Marlin that tend to run on 


the small side.        





Bomboy’s Big Game Lures:


Pacific Rim Sportfishing – Kailua-Kona


Bisbee’s Tackle Store – Cabo San Lucas


Web: www.marlination.com














